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A Resolution Denouncing the Denial of Higher Education to Baha'is in Iran

Whereas: New York University was created as “a center of higher learning that would be open

to all, regardless of national origin, religious beliefs, or social background;”* and

Whereas: New York University, including New York University School of Law, has adopted an
antidiscrimination policy that prohibits discrimination on the basis of religion;* and

Whereas: The members of the New York University Student Bar Association (“SBA”), as
students of New York University School of Law, recognize the vital importance of higher
education and the necessity of providing all people with educational opportunities as a means of
personal empowerment and societal advancement; and

Whereas: Iran is one of the 48 member states of the United Nations General Assembly that
voted to adopt the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 1948, Article 18 of the Declaration
states that “everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion;” and Article
26 of the Declaration states that "everyone has the right to education” and that "higher education
shall be made equally accessible to all on the basis of merit;" * and

Whereas: The Iranian government continues its systematic efforts to persecute Bahd'is in Iran,
denying basic human and civil rights to followers of the Baha'i Faith, solely on the basis of their
religion, and several governments and international bodies, including the United States and the
United Nations, have spoken out repeatedly against the persecution of Baha'is in Iran;* and

Whereas: The Iranian government has embarked on a campaign to systematically deny
opportunities for higher education to all Bah4'is, solely on the basis of their religion;> and in
particular has, for the last three academic years, publicly pledged that Bah&'is would be allowed
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to enroll in institutions of higher education, but has instead refused to admit them to universities
unless they deny their religion:®

LET IT THEREFORE BE RESOLVED THAT:

Section 1: The SBA denounces the persecution of Bahd'is in Iran and the denial of higher
education to Bahd'is solely on the basis of their religion; and

Section 2: The SBA urges the Dean of New York University School of Law, as steward of a
prestigious institution of higher education that is adamantly opposed to discrimination, to
denounce the denial of higher education to Bahd'is in Iran solely on the basis of their religion,
and to communicate and publicize his denunciation in letters to one or more of the following
entities: the United Nations Secretary-General, the United Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights, the United Nations Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion or Belief, the
United Nations Executive Director of UNICEF, and Iran’s representatives to the United Nations;
and

Section 3: The SBA urges the President of New York University, as the head of a prestigious
institution of higher education that is adamantly opposed to discrimination, to denounce the
denial of higher education to Baha'is in Iran solely on the basis of their religion, and to
communicate and publicize his denunciation in letters to one or more of the following entities:
the United Nations Secretary-General, the United Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights, the United Nations Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion or Belief, the United
Nations Executive Director of UNICEF, and Iran’s representatives to the United Nations; and

Section 4: The SBA urges the Student Senate of New York University, as the student voice a
prestigious institution of higher education that is adamantly opposed to discrimination, to
denounce the denial of higher education to Baha'is in Iran solely on the basis of their religion;
and to communicate and publicize its denunciation in letters to one or more of the following
entities: the United Nations Secretary-General, the United Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights, the United Nations Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion or Belief, the
United Nations Executive Director of UNICEF, and Iran’s representatives to the United Nations.

[Note: Copies of materials generated by presidents, deans, faculty, and student representative bodies of other
universities are available upon request to the Secretary of the Student Bar Association]
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